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Stay Hungry, Stay Foolish 
I am honored to be with you today at your commencement from one of the finest 

universities in the world. I never graduated from college. Truth be told, this is the closest I’ve 

ever gotten to a college graduation. Today I want to tell you the stories from my life. 

 

  I dropped out of Reed College after the first 6 months, but then stayed around as a drop-in 

for another 18 months or so before I really quit. Reed College at that time offered perhaps 

the best calligraphy instruction in the country. Because l had dropped out and didn’t have to 

take the normal classes, I decided to take a calligraphy class to learn how to do this. I learned 

about serif and sans serif typefaces, about varying the amount of space between different 

letter combinations, about what makes great typography great. It was beautiful, historical, 

artistically subtle in a way that science can’t capture, and I found it fascinating. 

 

I think if you do something and it turns out pretty good, then you should go do something 

else wonderful, not dwell on it for too long. Just figure out what’s next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


