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Keynote speakers

Judy NOGUCH,
Professor and Dean, Kobe Gakuin University, Japan
Topic : Integrating ESP into the curriculum

Judy Noguchi is professor of English and Dean of the Faculty of Global Communication at
Kobe Gakuin University. She specializes in English for Specific Purposes and has taught
English to students in pharmaceutical sciences, medicine, engineering and other science-
related disciplines. She also uses ESP techniques to teach translation. She has BA (bachelor
of arts) and BS (bachelor of science) degrees in chemistry from the University of Hawaii, an
MEd (master of education) in TESL from Temple University, and a PhD in applied
linguistics from the University of Birmingham.
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Melvyn PRYER,

Professor and Director, University College Birmingham, UK

Topic : The “Si, dobbiamo' Mandate: A development plan for the Terramia Albergo

Diffuso Cropani, Calabria, Italy

With a background in tour operations, archaeology and as a freelance copywriter in travel,
Professor Melvyn Pryer is now the Director of UCB’s International Student Centre, having
previously been the Dean of the School of Tourism. Having read for a degree in Geography,
and a Postgraduate Diploma in Economic Development, Melvyn gained a Shell International
Scholarship award to study for a Masters in the Geography of the Middle East and
Mediterranean at Durham University, from where he produced his first publication. He later



proceeded to read for an MBA at the University of Birmingham. Melvyn possesses over 25
years of teaching experience, both at UCB and overseas, and has worked on numerous UK
and overseas tourism consultancy projects, covering everything from economic impact
assessments, through to development initiatives and tourism education strategies. He also
acts as an accreditor for the Institute of Hospitality, appraising educational programmes
around the world, and is an accreditation panel member for the Department of Technical
Education in Brunei. In general, Melvyn’s key areas of interest lie in tourism business issues
and destination development, whilst his passion for travel has meant that he has long
maintained an interest in the global backpacking market.

Ching-kang LIU,
Professor and Dean, National Taipei University, Taiwan
Topic : The ESP course design and a possible means of assessment with a case study at

National Taipei University
(Co-presented with Phoebe Hui-ju TSAI)

Ching-kang Liu is currently Dean of the School of Humanities and professor of the
Department of Foreign Languages and Applied Linguistics at National Taipei University. He
received his Ph.D. in Language Development and Ed Psych from University of California,
Santa Barbara (UCSB). His main research interests include English pronunciation, acoustic
phonetics, language assessment, ESP course design, English learning and teaching, cognitive
processes of writing and applied linguistics.
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